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muse,9 and was even allowed to have a Christian boy
as a play-fellow.10 This tranquillity did not, however,
last, for in the tenth year of liis reign [a.d. 202],11 he
forbad any one, under a heavy penalty, to embrace Chris-
9	" Quern   et  [Proculuin]  Antoninus optirae noverat  lacte
Christiana educatus? TertuJl. Ad Scap. iv. Cue IMS., the codex
Divionensis, gives the reading "quern et [ProculumJ Antoninus
optime noverat Christianis educatum ; " so that the education
refers to Proculus, and not to Caracalla.    But this codex is.
not of sufficient age to merit quotation (Tertullian, ed. Oehler,
pr&f., p. xix>
10	"Septennis puer, quum collusoreni suum   puerum,   ob
Judaicam religionem gravius verberatum audisset, neque patrem
suum neque patrem pueri vel auctores verberum diu respexit."
Spartian, In Carac. i.    There is also a mention in the Digests
(L 2, 3,3) of some favourable edicts of Severus concerning those
who Judaicam super stitionem sequuntur. In both these passages
most commentators have thought that there was allusion to the
Christians, owing to the confusion among ancient authors of the
Christians with the Jews.   The Cav. G. B. de Rossi has, how-
ever, recently objected to this view, and says that the pagan
magistrates knew well enough how to distinguish the Jews and
Christians (Rev. Arclieolog., N.S., April 1860, p. 236), quoting
as an example the case of the Christian Callistus, given in the
PJiiloBopJiumcna (ix. 11), and adding that Spartian also knew
the difference between them, as he expressly distinguishes them
in a passage in the Life of Severus, quoted later (in Sev. 17),
whilst Lampridius also marks the distinction under Alexander
Severus (in Alex. &ev. 22).     De Kossi's whole paper must, for
a clear understanding of his idea, be carefully studied, whilst on
the other side the work of the Abbe" Greppo (Trois Memoires,
etc., p. 13(5, seq.) may be consulted.     As de Rossi has entered
fully  into the question of who were " proselytes," it will be
necessary for English readers to examine the almost conclusive
evidence of Dr. Lardner (H orks, vol. vi. pp. 225—229, vol. x,
pp. 307—317, ed.  Kippis), and the article "Proselytes" in
Smith's Diet, of'the Bible, and Kitto's Bill. Eucycl, new ed.
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Tol^ jcara tv paprvptov aVa£0ujucVa»' art^avoL^ Eiiseb-.Z/Vsi. JSccles.
vi. 2.

